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JOWITT’S DICTIONARY OF ENGLISH LAW
General Editor: Daniel Greenberg; and a team of Contributing Editors

Jowitt’s Dictionary of English Law provides a unique authority as the only comprehensive dictionary 
of English Law.

The new edition presents a concise definition of each expression which forms part of the fabric of English 
law.  Entries show the historical context wherever helpful. The new edition includes European terms 
which are now of key importance for English law.

Relevant new legislation and changes
Since publication of the last edition Jowitt’s Dictionary of English Law has been thoroughly revised 
and updated. Old and obsolete material has been stripped out, except where it provides useful historical 
context; and new terms have been added.

Providing clarity on the meaning of words
•	 Provides a concise, but comprehensive and authoritative, definition of each expression which forms 

part of the fabric of English law

•	 Gives a distillation of legal concepts providing a first point of reference for research or for 
understanding an unfamiliar area of law

•	 Covers European terms/law in so far as they form part of the law of England and Wales

•	 Can be used to accurately draft, interpret and understand legal terminology and legal materials

•	 Provides clarity on the meaning of words, for example as to what the terms of a contract might mean

•	 Can be used as a guide when drafting legal documents or agreements as to the use of appropriate 
terms and terminology

•	 Is a research tool in relation to historic and modern English legal terms

•	 Provides the historical context of words

Contents

A comprehensive list of legal terms with definitions from A – Z.

May 2010	 £395

A team of expert specialists 

Daniel Greenberg, the General Editor, is a Parliamentary 
draftsman at the Office of the Parliamentary Counsel and 
is the author of Stroud’s Judicial Dictionary and Craies 
on Legislation. He is also the General Editor of Annotated 
Statutes, Westlaw UK. He has been assisted by the 
contributions of some seventy specialist editors, experts in 
their fields, in the compiling of this work.
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